4 March 1825. 




(Ireland.) 



A 

BILL 

To facilitate the Proceedings before the Commissioners of 
Inquiry, relating to Courts of Justice in Ireland. 



5t * S expedient ’ that His Majesty’s Commis- Preamble, 
sioners appointed under the Great Seal of Ireland, in pursuance 
of an Address of the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses in Parliament 
assembled, for inquiring into the Duties, Salaries and Emoluments of 
the Officers, Clerks and Ministers of Justice in all Temporal and 
Ecclesiastical Courts of Ireland, should have the power of compelling 
the attendance of Witnesses, and the production of Evidence before 
them, for the more effectually carrying such Inquiry into effect ; 



3i5<£ it therefore (taut* by The KIN G’s most Excellent Majesty, 

10 by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the Authority of the same, THAT it shall and may be lawful for Commiffion- 
such Commissioners of Inquiry from time to time for the time being, to 
send their precept or precepts, under their hands and seals, or under the J* 

15 hands and seals of any of them, to any person or Pe ^ fons > 

persons whomsoever, to attend and appear and be examined before any Papers. 3 " 
such Commissioners, and also for all such accounts, returns, records, 
books, papers, deeds, writings or documents, in any way relating to the 
matters and things to be inquired of by such Commissioners, as shall by 
20 such Commissioners be deemed necessary for carrying into execution the 
inquiries authorized by any such Commission as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That all and every persons and person Parties fum _ 
who shall be called upon or summoned by any such precept of such moi,ed lhal1 
Commissioners of Inquiry, shall and they and he are and is hereby re- examined on 
-5 quired and directed to attend such Commissioners of Inquiry, or any produce"' 1 
of them, at such time and times, and place and places, required. 
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as shall be appointed, and it shall be lawful for such Commissioners of 
Inquiry, or any of them, and such Commissioners or Commissioner are 
and is hereby authorized and empowered to examine any such person or 
persons upon oath, (or affirmation in the case of Quakers) and such 
Commissioners of Inquiry, or any one of such Commissioners, 5 
( or more being present) shall and may and are and 

is hereby authorized and empowered to administer such oath or affirma- 
tion to any such person or persons respectively, and all and every such 
persons and person shall answer upon oath or affirmation as aforesaid, 
to all questions which shall be put to them by such Commissioners, or 10 
any of them, and shall also make and give such accounts and returns, 
and shall also produce all such records, accounts, returns, books, 
papers, deeds, writings or documents whatever, as such Commissioners 
of Inquiry shall require to be made and given, or to be produced by 
any such person oj' persons, and as shall be in the possession custody or 15 
power of such person or persons respectively, and shall observe and 
execute all such orders and directions as such Commissioners of Inquiry, 
or any of them, shall make or give for the purposes 

aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person or persons summoned 20 
to appear before such Commissioners of Inquiry for the time being, or 
before any of them, shall wilfully neglect or refuse to appear 

before such Commissioners, or any of them, or to make or 

give, or to bring or produce any accounts or returns, or any records, 
books, papers, deeds, writings or documents relating to any Inquiry 25 
before such Commissioners, which shall be in the possession custody 
or power of such person or persons, and which such person or persons 
shall have been required by such precept to make or give or produce, 
or shall refuse to he sworn, or being Quakers, shall refuse to affirm, 
or being sworn, or being Quakers, having affirmed, shall refuse to go 
answer, or shall be found to prevaricate in any answer to any question 
or questions put by such Commissioners of Inquiry, or any of them, 
touching concerning or relating to any matter or thing which such 
Commissioners of Inquiry are or shall he authorized to inquire into, then 
and in every such case it shall and may be lawful to and for such Com- 35 
missioners of Inquiry, or any or more of them, and they are 

hereby authorized and empowered to make and issue their warrant or 
warrants, under their hands and seals, or under the hands and seals of 
any of them, for taking and apprehending and bringing 

before them any such person or persons ; and if such Commissioners 40 
shall deem it necessary for the effectual execution of any such Inquiry, 
it shall be lawful for such Commissioners, or any of them, by 

like warrant under their hands and seals, to commit any such person or 
persons so brought or being before them to such prison as the said 
Commissioners shall think fit, there to remain without hail or mainprize, 

until 
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until such person or persons shall submit to be examined touching and 
concerning all matters and things necessary for the execution of the 
powers given to such Commissioners, or to make such production of 
such accounts, returns, records, books, papers, deeds, writings or docu- 
5 ments as aforesaid, as the case may require. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person or persons shall, Perfons giv- 
upon bis her or tbeir examination before any such Commissioners of Evidence 
Inquiry, or any , of them, wilfully and corruptly give perjury' 

false evidence, every such person so offending and being thereof duly 
10 convicted, shall be and is and are hereby declared to be subject and 
liable to such pains and penalties as by any law in force and effect, 
persons guilty of are subject and liable to. 
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